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Coa.ltmners Xstrata and Cc-al & |
Allied have buught ‘more than: ! ’

10,000 hectares .of prime graz-
ing land in the Hunter Valley in

an attempt to improve local sen-

-timent towards the industry.

* The miners have purchased |

‘five properties in recent months,

Many are.close to rich coal
seams. However, it- is undez-
stood the companies are not
interested in mlmng the hold-
'mgs o

Instead they are reportedly"
luokmg for multi-purpose prop- .

erties with. areas of remnant .

-native vegetation and land sunita-

ble for. cattle production which-
creates local employment and

scope for carbon offsets. .
~* The Dunbeir family have sold

their 250M-hectare property west N
-of Muswellbrook to Xstrata for _.

more than $7 miilion, = -
The holding is a substantial
property for the area.

_ The transaction was brokered
by  property specialist  Kevin
Price on behalf of Xstrata-con-
trolled AZSA Pastoral I—Ioldmgs

‘The Dunbeir property is close

to Xstrata’s eéxisting mmmg.

OPEI'HIIDDS .
Xstrata Coal refused to com-

ment on the deal Tt is the la:rgest '
coalminer in the Hunter region, ~
‘managing 10 active; Ienements_

across the valley.

In 2007 Xstrata p}a:d $425.

nulllon for the: Anvﬂl Hill mme,
west of Muswellbrook.

Sydney businessman Tuny
Maurici is undetstood to be in
negotiations with Rio Tinto-con-
trolled Coal & Allied to sell his
property, St Antoine.

The 5483-hectare aggrega-
tion, St Antoine near Cassilis, is

‘con51dered one of the largest
properties in the upper Hunter

and reportedly 1s capable of car-
rying more than 2200 breeding
cattle. - -

Coal & Alhed 15 aiso under-

The cumpames say they want Iand su:tahle for cattle productlon which creates Incal jﬂ'bSu -

stood to be purchasmg the graz-
ing property Gum Ridge, which
has an area ‘'of more than 2000
hectares. -

It was on the market for a con-

siderable -time before Coal &
~ Allied bought.

The same company is under—_=
stood to have bought another -

Hunter property, Black Rock,

- from the Frampton family.

Alocal agent who did not wish

‘to be named said the presence of
-mining in thé Hunter was a

“crying shame™ for the area,

. gwen that the propertles mlght

never become available again.
" “Many of the proplerties [have
been traded] regulatly over the
past decade and unfortunately,
when the miners do buy’ prop--
erty, it means:it will never hit the
market again” he said.
Yarraman Wines- managmg
director Ian Long said it was
important that residents and
wine industry operators in the

.Hunter Valley co-existed with

coalmmlng, as oppnsed to fight—
1ng It. o
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